longed to no revolutionary party, that he had more 41
than once argued earnestly against any attack on the
czar, for a change of government was an internal ques-
tion for the Eussians to work out, not for Poles to con-
cern themselves with. By administrative process he
was sentenced to exile in eastern Siberia for only five
years, as he was under age.
Prison in Wilno; then prison in St. Petersburg—in
the same building where Kosciuszko had spent two
years; a brief visit from his father there; prison in
Moscow. Then he started on the long journey to the
land which some Poles called "our second home" and
others "hell on earth.7' To many of them the journey
was the worst part of the sentence.
From Wilno to Kirensk, Pilsudski's destination,
was more than six thousand kilometers. He traveled
by cart, by sledge, by river boat, on foot, through
marshes, forests, steppes. It took three months to reach
Irkutsk, where he stayed in the prison from September
to December, waiting till a party of exiles was assem-
bled, waiting till the river Lena froze over—for there
were no roads going north to Kirensk.
He was one of a group of sixteen "politicals." The
Eussians didn't find them easy to manage. At various
stages of the journey there had been quarrels with
prison authorities. A telegram was sent ahead ordering
all officers to be polite but severe, and in case of any
resistance to put them all in irons. The Eussian prin-
ciple was that prison must be punishment, not correc-
tion.
This group chose a leader who bought their food from
the money pooled. Pilsudski had no cash, but contrib-
uted instead a gold watch—a gift from Ms father. They
were allowed to wander about the building all day, to
gather in a large room which they called the club, to
read, to play chess. They had several visits—from a
commandant of the police, a gendarmerie colonel, the

